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Upcoming 
Events

Note: if a link doesn’t open, simply copy and paste in your browser.

3rd Congressional  
District Covention

     The 3rd Congressional District 
Convention was held on May 8 over 
Zoom. La Crosse County was very 
influential at the convention, with all 
three amendments to the 3rd CD’s 
Constitution proposed by LCDP 
were accepted by the delegates. 
Additionally, two of the four Platform 
resolutions from La Crosse advanced 
to the State Convention. Finally, 
congratulations to David Wulf, who 
was elected as the 3rd CD Vice Chair 
for the Central Region. Josefine 
Jaynes, recent Democratic candidate 
for the 96th Assembly in Wisconsin, 
was elected as 3rd CD Chair. 

LCDP Executive Board Monthly 
Meeting
Time: June 7, 2021 06:30 PM Central 
Time. Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/94686543184?pwd=Rn
RCVUdUVGVHQ092VkJ2SXBMd0FC
Zz09
By phone: +1 312 626 6799 US 
(Chicago)
Meeting ID: 946 8654 3184
Passcode: 991130

LCDP Monthly Regular Meeting
Time: June 21, 2021 06:30 PM Central 
Time (US and Canada). Join Zoom 
Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/94057727965
?pwd=d3NYNVFMbkVnOUtCbXkyZlF
5ZkJ3QT09
By Phone: +1 312 626 6799 US 
(Chicago)
Meeting ID: 940 5772 7965
Passcode: 317669

LCDP Exploration of Racism Book 
Club and Discussion Group
Time: June 28, 2021 06:30 PM Central 
Time (US and Canada)
Register at www.laxdems.
com/2021bookclub

2022 Democratic Candidate Alex 
Lasry will be our guest for the June 
21 meeting of the La Crosse County 
Democrats. Please join us to hear about 
his campaign and plans for Wisconsin. 

Thank you to our 2021 3rd Congressional District and State Democratic Convention 
Delegates. We appreciate your time and energy as we meet to determine the future path 
of our party. The Democratic Party of Wisconsin State Convention will be held on June 
5-6. We will have a recap of the proceedings in our July newsletters. 

The LCDP Exploration of Racism 
Discussion Group and Book Club 
continues meeting the fourth Friday 
of every month. Our next meeting 
will be held virtually on Monday, 
May 24th at 6:30 pm. We will be 
discussing How to Be An Antiracist 
by Ibram X. Kendi. Visit www.
laxdems.com/2021bookclub for 
more information and to register to 
attend. 

Letter Writing Initiative
LCDP Executive Board Member Ron 
Malzer is spearheading an Op-Ed/
Letter to the Editor initiative with 
LCDP. We will be having weekly (at 
a minimum) articles that discuss news 
and opinions about La Crosse and 
Wisconsin politics. See the articles 
on our social networks or at https://
laxdems.com/category/news.

LCDP Podcast
 Have you checked out The LCDP 
podcast, The Democratic Voice, 
produced in conjunction with 
WIZM news? Listen and subscribe 
for opinions and updates of what is 
happening in La Crosse.  https://www.
wizmnews.com/the-democratic-voice-
with-william-garcia/

The LCDP 
Exploration 
of Racism 
Discussion 

Group



 Thank you to everyone who 
volunteered and donated to our 
Necessity Drive for WAFER of 
La Crosse. Together, we raised 
over 400 pounds of supplies 
for the food bank. According 
to Terry Benson, one of the 
coordinators, “It felt like the 
community really reached 

out. It also marked for me the 'beginning of the end' of the 
pandemic. It was very inspiring to SEE Democrats out and 
smiling!” Special thanks to LCDP EXEC Board members 
Merry Kocar and Terry Benson for their work organizing this 
event. Also, thanks to our drop-off points, People’s Food Co-
op and The Habitat for Humanity ReStore. And we could not 
have done it without our volunteer shift leaders: Pam Ballard, 
Michael and Kris Smuksta, Sara Bentley, Tina Pohlman, 
Leanne Stokes, Vanessa Kocar, and David Wulf.

The Merciless Practice of  
Gerrymandering in Wisconsin 

by Andrea Hansen
     We in western Wisconsin live in the most-heavily 
gerrymandered region of our state; Wisconsin, in turn, is one 
of the most-heavily gerrymandered states in our country. 
Gerrymandering, the practice of drawing a set of boundaries 
to deny one party its fair share of representation, has been 
practiced mercilessly by the Republican Party of Wisconsin. 
Gerrymandering gives Republicans an outsized influence 
over the legislative agenda—what gets considered, and what 
doesn’t. Those elected from districts created to minimize 
opposing voters are expected to “dance with them that brung 
you,” (Molly Ivins, 1999).
     The latest example of this “danse macabre” is the 
Republicans’ stubborn refusal to expand healthcare coverage to 
91,000 Wisconsin residents and reject the accompanying $1.6 
billion in federal aid. Republicans are saying “no” to a funded 
healthcare program for individuals earning less than $20,040/yr 
and to families with family income below $30,000.  
     This denial of healthcare access to those with limited 
income is not just absurd, but also completely coldhearted, 
given the pandemic and the losses, suffering, and stresses it 
created. Wisconsin remains one of the few states continuing to 
deny this needed health care coverage to their residents. 
     If common sense and compassion weren’t enough to 
persuade, one might wish that evidence of health-promotion 
and fiscal benefits might. A study has been published looking 
at the impact of states accepting, rather than turning away, 
Medicaid expansion dollars from the federal government. 
Among states that expanded the Medicaid safety net, 
individuals and communities benefited, as did  hospitals, 
healthcare providers, and the states as whole.1

     I am afraid, however, that the furious dancing required by 
GOP may preclude careful consideration of the evidence.  
Declaring “Enough politics”, Democratic Governor Tony Evers 
signed an executive disorder calling the legislature into special 
session to accept the federal funding, to spur development, and 
to ease the tax burden on challenged working families. 
     Sadly, the GOP-controlled legislature to date has thrown 
away nearly 3 billion dollars,2 and is poised to throw away 
more. Demonizing Obamacare is part of their platform. They 
are unmoved by the numbers of Wisconsin families left, thanks 
to cold-heartedness, without access to healthcare.
     Republican legislators are lining up for this particular 
dance, accusing Gov. Evers of “playing politics” and “political 
agenda” with his proposal to combine the expansion of 
BadgerCare with state-wide economic development initiatives. 

Upcoming  
Volunteer

Opportunities
As we begin to slowly (and safely) reopen this summer, 
we have some upcoming opportunities to help the LCDP 
get the word out in our community. Please contact William 
Garcia at chair@laxdems.com or call 608-769-5286 for more 
information. 

La Crosse Interstate Fair: July 14-18
We need volunteers to work the LCDP booth, pass out 
information on LCDP and the Democratic Party, and assist our 
elected officials during meet-and-greets. 

Marchers needed for parades!
The Holmen Korn Fest parade: Saturday, August 21 at 11a.m. 

They promise “no action” on this important proposal, tone-deaf to 
the opportunities and needs of Wisconsin residents.  
     Gerrymandering has pushed the will of the majority to the 
sidelines, leaving most Wisconsinites as spectators to a dance 
that makes little sense. We need to be telling our friends and 
neighbors this: a legislature bound not to the voters but to a harsh 
and foolhardy ideology is undemocratic by its nature, and hurts  
us all.   
1 https://www.kff.org/report-section/building-on-the-evidence-base-studies-on-
the-effects-of-medicaid-expansion-february-2020-to-march-2021-report/
2 https://apnews.com/article/medicaid-business-government-and-politics-bcdbbb
14dcc94e661333f2d4e5c66092

Come march with the 
La Crosse County 

Democrats in the June 
Dairy Days Parade in 

West Salem with  
Senator Brad Pfaff and 

Rep. Steve Doyle!

    Saturday, June 5 at noon, LCDP will be marching in the 
Dairy Days Parade in West Salem. We will gather at 11:30 
am and it should last about an hour. We would love your help 
showing support for our wonderful elected officials and the 
Democratic Party. Email William Garcia at chair@laxdems.
com or call 608-769-5286 to sign up or get more information. 



Our Elected Officials
Governor Tony Evers
Office of the Governor
115 East State Capital

Madison, WI 53702
Ph: 608-266-1212 

Senator Tammy Baldwin
717 Hart Senate Building
Washington, DC 20510

Ph: 202-224-5653, Fax: 202-224-9787
Senator Ron Johnson (R)

328 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. Office Building

Ph: 202-224-5323
Congressman Ron Kind

1406 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Ph: 202-225-5506, Fax: 202-225-5739
32nd District State Senator Brad Pfaff

State Capitol 22 South
PO Box 7882

Madison, WI 53707
Ph: 608-266-5490, Sen.Pfaff@legis.wisconsin.gov

94th Assembly District Representative Steve Doyle
Room 124 North, State Capitol

P.O. Box 8952
Madison, WI 53708

Ph: 608-266-0631 or 888-534-0094
Fax: 608-282-3694

95th Assembly District Representative Jill Billings
Room 4 West, State Capitol

P.O. Box 8952 
Madison, WI 53708
Ph: 608-266-5780

La Crosse County Clerk
Ginny Dankmeyer (Democrat)

(608) 785-9581
La Crosse County District Attorney

Tim Gruenke (Democrat)
(608) 785-9604

La Crosse County Treasurer
Amy Twitchell (Democrat)

(608) 785-9711

LCDP Executive Board Officers
Chair: William Garcia

608-769-5286
Vice Chair: David Wulf

608-799-8977
Treasurer: Merry Kocar

608-512-5253
Secretary: Diane Wulf

608-780-7007
Past Chair: Michael Smuksta

At-Large Board Members:
Terry Benson
Ed Burgess
Fred Giese

Ralph Knudson
Ron Malzer

College Representative: Jenna Dinkel (UW-L)
dinkel4642@uwlax.edu

We Welcome Your Input
Any thoughts or suggestions you may have for your Executive 
Board are greatly appreciated. You can express them by 
contacting any board member, either by phone or email.

Some Facts On Your 
LCDP Membership

The best and easiest way to renew your La Crosse County 
Democratic Party membership is through your local county 
treasurer. Once you are a member of the county, you are 
automatically a member of the 3rd Congressional District (3rd 
CD) and the Democratic Party of Wisconsin (DPW). You need 
to submit membership dues only once a year to be a member 
of all three. It is unnecessary to submit duplicate memberships 
through the county and also through the state. If you have 
questions about your membership, please contact lcdpwi@
gmail.com or 608-769-5286.

Renewing Your Membership!
You can renew your membership using the membership form 
found at the end of this newsletter. If you are receiving this 
newsletter via mail, please look at your mailing label to see 
when your membership expires. Thank you for your continued 
support!

If you are receiving this newsletter in the mail and 
would prefer to receive it via email instead, please 
contact lcdpwi@gmail.com or 608-769-5286.

Posting of Unapproved Minutes
A couple of LCDP members have expressed an interest in 
receiving regular minutes prior to the next regular LCP meeting. 
If you want to receive the minutes early, please contact lcdpwi@
gmail.com or 608-769-5286. A PDF of the minutes with an 
UNAPPROVED watermark will be sent to you. No hard copies 
will be sent.

Follow the LCDP on

@lacrossedems @lacrossedems

and



La Crosse County Democratic Party

LaxDems.com

La Crosse County Democratic Party
P. O. Box 1861
La Crosse, WI 54602 -1861

Paid for by the La Crosse County Democratic 
Party. The contents herein are not authorized by
any candidate or candidate’s committee.As the LCDP prepares for 2021 and beyond, 

your membership and participation are more 
important than ever. Your membership fees 
help fund the LCDP office and infrastructure, 
community outreach, candidate recruitment 
and campaign assistance up and down the 
ballot. Membership also gives you a voice in 
the operations and policy of the Wisconsin 
Democratic Party and the National Democratic 
Party platform. There is always a need for 
volunteers, and we can always find a way for 
you to help.

You may send a contribution to:
LCDP, P. O. Box 1861, La Crosse, WI,
54602-1861.
For online contributions go to our website
www.laxdems.com.

Thank you.

There are three ways to join through the LCDP: 
1. Print and mail your check and the form  
    (available also at tinyurl.com/lcdpmbrform)  
2. Visit laxdems.com/join-the-party and complete  
    your application and payment online. 
3. Come to a LCDP event and complete the  
    process and payment in person.

Please check the dues structure that applies:

     ___ $10 Senior, Student, Limited Income
     ___ $25 General Membership (1 member)
     ___ $35 Pairs (up to two members)
     ___ $45 yearly Activist (up to 3 members)
     ___ $75 yearly (family)
     ___ $120 Supporting Membership
     ___ $240 Friend
     ___ $600 Patron

I would like to support the LCDP with a donation of
$__________________________

Total Amount Paid $__________________
Make checks payable to:
La Crosse County Democratic Party
P. O. Box 1861
La Crosse, WI 54602-1861
You may also donate online: www.laxdems.com.
Paid for by the La Crosse County Democratic 
Party.

    Received ________________
    Renewal Month ___________

Name(s)________________________________________
Name(s)_______________________________________
Address________________________________________
City___________________________________________
State ___________________ Zip Code ______________
Phone (         )______________________________________
Email__________________________________________
*Occupation_____________________________________
 
*Contributions are not tax deductible for federal tax purposes. 
State law requires us to use our best efforts to collect 
and report the name, mailing address, and occupation of 
individuals whose contributions exceed $200 in a calendar 
year.

I'm interested in learning more about DPW caucuses:
 American Indian Caucus
 Black Caucus
 Environmental Caucus
 Labor Caucus
 Latinx Caucus
 LGBT Caucus
 Progressive Caucus
 Rural Caucus
 Veterans' Caucus
 Women's Caucus


