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START VOTING  
RIGHT NOW –  

Make a Plan to Vote!
                  By Cathy Van Maren 
 
     Election day is November 3, but RIGHT 
NOW is the time to start Make a Plan for 
voting! And the magic word is: myvote.
wi.gov 
 
1. Make sure you're registered. Register 
completely or get started at  
myvote.wi.gov. 
2. Request an absentee ballot. Request 
it right now at myvote.wi.gov or mail 
the request form you can get at myvote.
wi.gov to your municipal clerk.  Note: 
Voters who have requested absentee ballots 
for the November 3 general election but 
failed to return their August ballot will not 
be mailed a November ballot, unless they 
complete a new absentee ballot request 
form.  
3. When your ballot comes in late 
September, take care of it right away. Read 

Upcoming 
Events

September 17 – Municipal clerks will 
start sending out Absentee Ballots to 
those who requested one.

September 21 – LCDP Regular Zoom 
Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89622393041?
pwd=K1VSMDdJbHkzSGNSdjVPZWdy
MklFZz09
Meeting ID: 896 2239 3041
Passcode: 999700
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,89622393041# US 
(Chicago)
+16465588656,,89622393041# US (New 
York)
Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

the instructions. Get the right kind of pen and 
identify who will be your witness. Mark it 
correctly. Seal it. Sign it. Date it. Have your 
witness sign on the witness line and put her 
or his COMPLETE address on the witness 
address line. 
4. Return it. You can mail your ballot (you 
don't need a stamp) OR drop it in your 
municipality's ballot drop box if one's 
available. For city of La Crosse residents, 
there is a drop box by the left side of the 
entrance to City Hall. 
5. TRACK your ballot on myvote.wi.gov until 
receipt by your clerk is confirmed. 
     By voting absentee, you can take care 
of this very important civic duty easily and 
securely. And you can free your schedule to 
help others vote before or on November 3, 
Election Day. 
     If you have questions, CONTACT 
YOUR MUNICIPAL CLERK. (Find yours 
at myvote.wi.gov)
     The LCDP office can assist voters in 

Yard Signs for  
Democratic Candidates

     We have a new shipment of Biden and 
Biden/Harris yard signs. If you would 
like yard signs for Democratic candidates, 
please complete the form at tiny.cc/
lcdpfall20signs
     To arrange for delivery of signs or 
to schedule an appointment to pick up 
signs at the LCDP office, 1323 Gillette 
St. (Gillette St. is also County HWY B), 
indicate in specific instructions on the 
form.   
     The LCDP office at 1323 Gillette St. is 
open Wednesday and Friday, Sept. 2 and 
4 from 3-6 p.m.; Thursday, Sept. 3 from 
noon to 3 p.m.; Saturday, Sept. 5, 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.  The office will be closed on 
Labor Day, but After Labor Day, the office 
will be open Monday – Saturday, noon to 
6 p.m.
     If you want to make sure the office 
is open, call the LCDP office landline 
at 1-608-615-1001. If you lack Internet 
access, call the LCDP cell phone at 608-
769-5286. 
     Please note that the intersection of 
Gillette St. and George St. is closed due to 
road construction.

Note: if a link doesn’t open, simply copy and paste in your browser.
completing an absentee ballot application 
or serving as a witness to your absentee 
ballot.



  Thanks to all the individuals who donated money for 
yard signs.

  Thanks to all the individuals who made phone calls 
during the two August Weekends of Action. 

  Rep. Jill Billings - The Wisconsin Counties Association 
(WCA) recognized 95th Assembly District Rep. Jill Billings 
(D-La Crosse) as this session’s Outstanding Legislator. 

  Rep. Steve Doyle (94th) - The Legislative Reference 
Bureau named Steve Doyle the most bipartisan Assembly 
representative.

Bernie Sanders and Michelle Obama 
laid it on the line at the DNC

By Ron Malzer | LCDP Member, opinion column in the  
Cap Times, August 27, 2020

     “We are facing the worst public health crisis in 100 years 
and the worst economic collapse since the Great Depression. We 
are confronting systemic racism and the enormous threat to our 
planet of climate change. And in the midst of all this, we have a 
president who is not only incapable of addressing these crises, 
but is leading us down the path of authoritarianism …  We need 
an unprecedented response — a movement, like never before, of 
people who are prepared to stand up and fight for democracy and 
decency and against greed, oligarchy, and bigotry. And we need 
Joe Biden as our next president.”
     With these words, Sen. Bernie Sanders told a national audience 
last week how dire a situation we are living in.
     Here are the two steps he sees as essential to start undoing 
the damage: 1) building a movement strong enough to tackle 
intersecting problems with movement-driven, systemic solutions; 
and 2) a victory in the Nov. 3 election of Joe Biden, the man 
who leads a Democratic Party that is demanding change in the 
inclusion of all, and strong action to save our democracy and the 
planet.
     Turning to the Trump administration, Sanders had this to 
offer: “He filled his administration with billionaires and gave 
trillions to the top 1% and large corporations. He tried to throw 32 
million people off of their health insurance, eliminate protections 
for preexisting conditions, and submitted budgets that propose 
slashing Medicaid, Medicare, and Social Security.”
     Sanders pulled no punches about President Trump and his time 
in office, declaring, "this president and his administration, are, to 
put it bluntly, frauds.”
     Speaking with passion to a broad national audience, Sanders 
provided a short-term and long-term answer to America’s 
deep crises. He declared that a Joe Biden victory on Nov. 3 is 
absolutely essential for preserving our democracy and defeating 
ever-growing authoritarianism under Trump.
     “As long as I’m here” Sanders promised, “I will work with 
progressives, moderates, and, yes, conservatives to preserve this 
nation from the threat so many of our heroes fought and died to 
defeat.”
     Paired with Sanders on the opening night of the Democratic 
National Convention was former First Lady Michelle Obama, 
who delivered the night’s closing address. Taking a cue from 
her 2016 statement, “When they go low, we go high,” she made 
it clear that going high does not preclude naming atrocious 
statements and actions witnessed the last four years:
     “As George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and a never-ending list 
of innocent people of color continue to be murdered, stating the 
simple fact that Black lives matter is still met with derision from 
the nation’s highest office. Because whenever we look to this 
White House for some leadership or consolation or any semblance 
of steadiness, what we get instead is chaos, division, and utter 
lack of empathy.”
     Obama used a good portion of her time to warmly praise Joe 
Biden, whom she knows well from her eight years as First Lady 
while Biden was VP. She summarizes this way: “I know Joe. He 

is a profoundly decent man, guided by faith. He was a terrific vice 
president. He knows what it takes to rescue an economy, beat 
back a pandemic, and lead our country. And he listens. He will tell 
the truth and trust science. He will make smart plans and manage 
a good team and he will govern as someone who’s lived a life that 
the rest of us can recognize.”
     Obama also took on the hateful messaging of the Trump 
administration. She expressed fear of many that the climate, in 
every sense of the word, is becoming increasingly dangerous 
under Trump, and that raising children with strong moral values 
is badly challenged by the current White House. She talked of 
the pain being inflicted on today’s youth as they “see our leaders 
labeling fellow citizens enemies of the state while emboldening 
torch-bearing white supremacists. They watch in horror as 
children are torn from their families and thrown into cages, and 
pepper spray and rubber bullets are used on peaceful protesters 
for a photo-op.”
     Those who followed the 2016 presidential election campaign 
and heard the vile racism and sexism employed by Trump are 
not surprised by the white supremacy and the cruelty and lack 
of empathy of the white male-dominated Trump administration. 
Trump famously said that he could shoot someone on Fifth 
Avenue, and his people would still stay with him. Sadly, many in 
fact have stayed with him. But increasing numbers of his former 
supporters, having witnessed an utter lack of leadership during the 
current pandemic, are turning away.
     The passionate speeches of Bernie Sanders and Michelle 
Obama last week made it clear why a decision by any voter 
to stay home or vote for a third-party candidate is a set-up for 
disaster.
     Michelle Obama’s words are the appropriate closing for this 
column: “So if you take one thing from my words tonight, it is 
this: “If you think things cannot possibly get worse, trust me, they 
can; and they will if we don’t make a change in this election. If 
we have any hope of ending this chaos, we have got to vote for 
Joe Biden like our lives depend on it.”



Our Elected Officials
Governor Tony Evers
Office of the Governor
115 East State Capital

Madison, WI 53702
Ph: 608-266-1212 

Senator Tammy Baldwin
717 Hart Senate Building
Washington, DC 20510

Ph: 202-224-5653, Fax: 202-224-9787

Senator Ron Johnson (R)
328 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. Office Building

Ph: 202-224-5323

Congressman Ron Kind
1406 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, DC 20510
Ph: 202-225-5506, Fax: 202-225-5739

94th Assembly District Representative Steve Doyle
Room 124 North, State Capitol

P.O. Box 8952
Madison, WI 53708

Ph: 608-266-0631 or 888-534-0094
Fax: 608-282-3694

95th Assembly District Representative Jill Billings
Room 4 West, State Capitol

P.O. Box 8952 
Madison, WI 53708
Ph: 608-266-5780

La Crosse County Clerk
Ginny Dankmeyer (Democrat)

(608) 785-9581

La Crosse County District Attorney
Tim Gruenke (Democrat)

(608) 785-9604

La Crosse County Treasurer
Amy Twitchell (Democrat)

(608) 785-9711

LCDP Executive Board Officers
Chair: Michael Smuksta

608-769-5286

Vice Chair: Ed Burgess
608-799-1944

Treasurer: Cathy Van Maren
608-315-2693

Secretary: David Wulf
608-799-8977

At-Large Board Members:
William Garcia

Obbie King
Peter Klitzke

Ralph Knudson
Avery Van Gaard

College Representative: Savannah Zuzick (UW-L)

We Welcome Your Input
Any thoughts or suggestions you may have for your Executive 
Board are greatly appreciated. You can express them by 
contacting any board member, either by phone or email.

Some Facts On Your 
LCDP Membership

The best and easiest way to renew your La Crosse County 
Democratic Party membership is through your local county 
treasurer. Once you are a member of the county, you are 
automatically a member of the 3rd Congressional District (3rd 
CD) and the Democratic Party of Wisconsin (DPW). You need 
to submit membership dues only once a year to be a member 
of all three. It is unnecessary to submit duplicate memberships 
through the county and also through the state. If you have 
questions about your membership, please contact Cathy Van 
Maren, your current LCDP treasurer, at 608-315-2693, or at 
treasurer@laxdems.com

Renewing Your Membership!
You can renew your membership using the membership form 
found at the end of this newsletter. If you are receiving this 
newsletter via mail, please look at your mailing label to see 
when your membership expires. Thank you for your continued 
support!

If you are receiving this newsletter in the mail 
and would prefer to receive it via email instead, 
please contact David Wulf at 608-799-8977 or 
davidpwulf@aol.com.

Posting of Unapproved Minutes
A couple of LCDP members have expressed an interest in 
receiving regular minutes prior to the next regular LCP meeting. 
If you want to receive the minutes early, please contact the 
LCDP secretary, David Wulf, at davidpwulf@aol.com or 608-
799-8977.  He will mail them as a PDF with an UNAPPROVED 
watermark. No hard copies will be sent.

Follow the LCDP on

@lacrossedems @lacrossedems

and



La Crosse County Democratic Party

LaxDems.com

La Crosse County Democratic Party
P. O. Box 1861
La Crosse, WI 54602 -1861

Paid for by the La Crosse County Democratic 
Party. The contents herein are not authorized by
any candidate or candidate’s committee.

For the LCDP to build upon its success in 
2019 and continue activities into 2020, we are 
going to need volunteers and funding. The 
party is only as strong as the engagement of 
its members and friends. And that is where you 
come in. We have many opportunities for you 
to volunteer your skills. Also, please consider 
a contribution of any amount to help support 
activities and events to broaden our base.

You may send a contribution to:
LCDP, P. O. Box 1861, La Crosse, WI,
54602-1861.
For online contributions go to our website
www.laxdems.com.

Thank you.

There are three ways to join through the LCDP: 
1. Print and mail your check and the form  
    (available also at tinyurl.com/lcdpmbrform)  
2. Visit laxdems.com/join-the-party and complete  
    your application and payment online. 
3. Come to a LCDP event and complete the  
    process and payment in person.

Please check the dues structure that applies:

     ___ $10 Senior, Student, Limited Income
     ___ $25 General Membership (1 member)
     ___ $35 Pairs (up to two members)
     ___ $45 yearly Activist (up to 3 members)
     ___ $75 yearly (family)
     ___ $120 Supporting Membership
     ___ $240 Friend
     ___ $600 Patron

I would like to support the LCDP with a donation of
$__________________________

Total Amount Paid $__________________
Make checks payable to:
La Crosse County Democratic Party
P. O. Box 1861
La Crosse, WI 54602-1861
You may also donate online: www.laxdems.com.
Paid for by the La Crosse County Democratic 
Party.

    Received ________________
    Renewal Month ___________

Name(s)________________________________________
Name(s)_______________________________________
Address________________________________________
City___________________________________________
State ___________________ Zip Code ______________
Phone (         )______________________________________
Email__________________________________________
*Occupation_____________________________________
 
*Contributions are not tax deductible for federal tax purposes. 
State law requires us to use our best efforts to collect 
and report the name, mailing address, and occupation of 
individuals whose contributions exceed $200 in a calendar 
year.

I'm interested in learning more about DPW caucuses:
 American Indian Caucus
 Black Caucus
 Environmental Caucus
 Labor Caucus
 Latinx Caucus
 LGBT Caucus
 Progressive Caucus
 Rural Caucus
 Veterans' Caucus
 Women's Caucus


