
September 2018 Newsletter
Primary Election Results 

and Voter Information
     Democrats and Independents statewide and 
in La Crosse turned out to vote in the August 
14 partisan primary. In La Crosse County, 
Democrats cast ballots by a 2 to 1 margin 
over Republicans, 12,035 (66.14%) to 5,988 
(32.91%).
     The Democratic primary produced a great 
slate of state-wide candidates: Tony Evers 
for Governor, Mandela Barnes for Lieutenant 
Governor, Josh Kaul for Attorney General, Sarah 
Godlewski for Treasurer, and Doug La Follette 
for Secretary of State. 
     We must work hard to deny Walker a third 
term, take back some Assembly and WI Senate 
seats, and make sure we return Sen. Tammy 
Baldwin and U.S. Rep. Ron Kind to Washington, 
DC.  So, find a way to volunteer and participate 
in this important election.  At the LCDP office, 
you can work the reception table, provide snacks 
and supplies, canvass, make phone calls, enter 
data, meet the Coordinated Campaign staff, 
deliver yard signs, train volunteers, or drive 
voters to the polls during in-person absentee 
voting starting October 15 or on Election Day, 
November 6.
     If streaming is available, The LCDP Office 
will hold debate watches. At this time, tentatively 
scheduled debates include Friday, October 5, 
for governor, and Saturday, October 13, for US 
Senate.
     Go to laxdems.com/candidates-for-office to 
visit their websites or Facebook pages to make 
donations to the Democratic candidates for office.

US Senate - Tammy Baldwin (incumbent)  
https://www.tammybaldwin.com/
US Congress - Wisconsin 3rd District
Ron Kind (incumbent)  
http://www.ronkind.org/
Wisconsin Governor - Tony Evers 
https://tonyevers.com/
Wisconsin Lieutenant Governor -
Mandela Barnes 
https://www.facebook.com/theothermandela
Attorney General - Josh Kaul 
https://www.joshkaul.org/
State Treasurer - Sarah Godlewski 
https://www.sarahforwisconsin.com/
Secretary of State -
Douglas La Follette (incumbent)  
http://www.douglafollette.com/
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Upcoming Events
LCDP Executive Board Meeting, 
Tuesday, Sept.4, 6 p.m., LCDP Office, 
115 5th Ave S., La Crosse
Josh Kaul, Democratic Candidate 
for Attorney General, Wednesday, 
Sept. 5, @ 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm, Home 
of Roz Schnick at 3039 Edgewater 
Lane (French Island), La Crosse 
LCDP Table at La Crosse Pride in 
the Park, Saturday, Sept.8, Riverside 
Park, 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Mindoro Spanferkel Parade, Sunday, 
Sept. 9, 1:30 p.m.
Ron Kind’s 18th Annual Old-
Fashioned Corn Roast, Monday, Sept. 
10, La Crosse County Fair Grounds, 
West Salem, 6 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Fighting Bob Fest, Saturday, Sept.15, 
3:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m., Cameron Park 
and the Brick House.  
LCDP Regular Meeting, Monday, 
Sept. 17 LCDP, Office, 115 5th Ave S., 
6:30 p.m.
Fundraiser for Democrat Jeff Smith, 
candidate for 31st Senate seat, to 
replace Kathleen Vinehout, Tuesday, 
Sept.18, 5-7 p.m., home of Mike and 
Karen Keil, 1222 Cass St., La Crosse
Oktoberfest Torchlight Parade, 
Thursday, Sept. 27, La Crosse, 7 p.m.
Oktoberfest Maple Leaf Parade, 
Saturday, Sept. 29, La Crosse, 10 a.m.

Assembly – 94th District -
Steve Doyle (incumbent)  
http://doyleforassembly.com/
Assembly – 95th District -
Jill Billings (incumbent) 
https://www.facebook.com/RepJillBillings/

     Of special interest are area elections for 
the Wisconsin Senate and Assembly. Consider 
assisting these candidates via volunteering 
or donations, which was very effective in the 
January and June special elections for the 
Wisconsin Senate. 

     To the north are two races of interest. 
Democrat Jeff Smith (www.togetherwithjeff.com) 
of Eau Claire County is the Democratic candidate 
for the 31st State Senate seat, to replace Sen. 
Kathleen Vinehout.
     Rod Grover (www.facebook.com/
groverforassembly/) is the Democratic candidate 
for the 92nd District Assembly for the seat 
previously held by Democrat Chris Danou.
     And, to the south is Paul Buhr of Vernon 
County (www.paulbuhrforassembly.com or 
www.facebook.com/PaulBuhrWIAssembly/), 
the Democratic candidate in the 96th District 
Assembly.  

     Voting Information 
 My Vote Wisconsin / Voter Information at 
myvote.wi.gov is a comprehensive search tool 
that provides key information unique to you 
and voting.  At this website you can verify your 
voter registration, find your Polling Place, see 
a list of your elected officials and their contact 
information, and view a sample ballot (Ballots 
are typically available 21 days before state and 
local contests.)
 You can vote absentee in person from October 
15 – November 2, 2018 in your municipal clerk’s 
office. Each city, village and town in Wisconsin 
is responsible for setting the dates and hours of 
in-person absentee voting for their municipality. 
To find the dates and hours for in-person absentee 
voting where you live, contact your municipal 
clerk at tinyurl.com/laxctyclerks or La Crosse 
County Municipal Clerk Contact information at 
http://www.co.la-crosse.wi.us/countyclerk/docs/
MuniClerks.pdf 
 Absentee Voting Information at https://
elections.wi.gov/voters/absentee 
 Application for an Absentee Ballot at 
https://elections.wi.gov/sites/default/files/
gab_forms/4/el_121_application_for_absentee_
ballot_2018_06_f_21413.pdf 
 Voter Registration form at https://elections.
wi.gov/voters
 La Crosse County Voting Locations and 
Polling Places at http://www.co.la-crosse.wi.us/
countyclerk/docs/PollingPlaces.pdf 
 If you are not registered to vote, register 
as soon as possible. The LCDP homepage 
@ laxdems.com has information on Voter 
Registration. Click on “Register to Vote on 
the left side of the blue banner. Another site 
with information is www.cityoflacrosse.org/
content/407/437/1252/1262/default.aspx



A Flurry of LCDP Activities August 16 - 20
     Friday, August 17 though Monday, August 20 was a great weekend for visibility and activity for the LCDP

Governor/LT Rollout Event at  
Pearl St. Brewery, Friday, August 17 

     On Friday, August 17, over 160 individuals attended the Democratic candidates Kick-off Rally at the Pearl Street Brewery in 
La Crosse. Mark Neumann, LCDP member, Stephaie Boebel (College-Dems), and Sen. Jennifer Shilling warmed up the crowd. 
Josh Kaul, Atty Gen candidate, Sarah Godlewski, Treasurer candidate, Mandela Barnes, Lt. gov. candidarte, and Tony Evers, 
candidate for gov., introduced themselves to those in attendance and then outlined a Democratic Party vision that will defeat 
Walker in November.

 Opioid Press Conference
    On Monday morning, August 20, Rep. Jill Billings, and LAX 
County Board Supervisors and LCDP members Vicki Burke 
and Monica Kruse, spoke at a press conference about Sen. 
Baldwin’s positive steps and legislation introduced to address 
the opioid epidemic. Nine LCDP members stood behind the 
speakers with our Baldwin signs.

Holmen Kornfest Parade
     On Saturday, LCDP members, Kind staffers, and Steve 
Doyle walked in the Holmen Kornfest Parade. We were 
well received, - lots of applause – although perhaps it was 
for the Holmen High School Marching Band which was 
immediately in front of us. We passed out a lot of candy, the 
I’m a Democrat Fan, and laxdems.com wristbands to parade 
watchers.

Talk by Dr. Nasif, PhD
     Finally, Dr. Nese Nasif, PhD, assistant professor in 
UWL’s Department of Marketing, gave an informative and 
interesting talk, “The Frame Game – Understanding Effective 
Political Communication” at the Monday evening LCDP 
regular meeting. Her comments discussed  the “framing” 
successes of Republican consultant Frank Luntz in the 1990s 
to the current “fake news” phenomena. Dr. Nasif also talked 
about neurological findings that show why some ways of 
communicating are definitely more effective than others.

Volunteer Appreciation Picnic
     On early Sunday evening, August 19, about 15 people 
attended a volunteer appreciation picnic at the Myrick Park 
Gun Club Shelter attended by 15 people. 



Labor and the American Dream:  
“We want Bread, and Roses, too!”

by Michael Smuksta, LCDP Co-Chair

     Labor Day, the first Monday in September, offers an opportunity 
to reflect on the importance of labor in America. Abraham Lincoln, 
in his First Annual Message to Congress, December 3, 1861 stated 
labor’s significance: “Labor is prior to, and independent of, capital. 
Capital is only the fruit of labor, and could never have existed if 
labor had not first existed. Labor is the superior of capital, and 
deserves much the higher consideration.” Can you imagine a 
Republican politician, Walker or Trump, making such a statement 
today? The party of Lincoln, which was pro-labor prior to the 
America Civil War, is now pro-management, pro-CEO, and anti-
labor. There is no better example of Republican hostility to labor 
than former House Majority Leader Eric Cantor’s tweet on Labor 
Day in 2012: “Today, we celebrate those who have taken a risk, 
worked hard, built a business and earned their own success.” Eric, 
you are describing capital, not labor!
     The story of labor in America is the story of the struggle of 
working people who organized themselves via the collective power 
of labor movements to combat unequal status, extend their right to 
organize, and seek their piece of the American Dream. This was 
best expressed by the slogan on the banners of the striking women 
textile workers in Lawrence, Massachusetts in 1912: “We want 
bread, and roses, too!” And, of course, this slogan is still relevant 
today, although becoming more difficult to obtain.
     After a long and violent struggle spanning almost a century, 
organized labor peaked in the mid-1950s when a third of all workers 
were union members, especially in manufacturing in the Midwest, 
Northeast and West coast states. Over the next sixty years, a steady 
decline in union membership occurred.  By 1983, only one-fifth of 
workers were members of unions, and by 2017, just 10.7% of wage 
and salaried workers in the United States were members of labor 
unions.
     Union membership declined for several reasons. First, 
deindustrialization resulted in the decline of manufacturing and 
loss of blue collar jobs in the Midwest “Rust Belt.” Second, 
globalization of the economy intensified foreign competition 
and led to further losses of blue collar manufacturing jobs. The 
story of U.S. Steel Chicago’s South Works plant, where my father 
worked for 35 years (and me for just one summer stint), employed 
20,000 workers in three shifts at its peak.  The tandem factors of 
deindustrialization and globalization forced the closing of the U.S. 
Steel South Works plant in the spring of 1992 and devastated the 
southeast Chicago neighborhoods that relied on mill jobs.
     The third and most insidious cause for the decline in union 
membership is the persistent and aggressive business lobbying 
against pro-union legislation and for anti-union legislation. Walker’s 
Act 10 eliminated collective bargaining rights for most public 
employees. The Wisconsin Republican controlled legislature, thanks 
to gerrymandering, passed a right to work law (example of framing 
an issue!), joining 27 other states with that kind of legislation. The 
June 2018 Supreme Court decision in Janus v AFSCME further 
weakened public employee unions by striking down the collection 
of “fair share” union fees from workers who benefit from collective 
bargaining but do not want to join the union.
     So why should we be concerned about the decline of union 
membership?  Rights that we take for granted today: worker’s 
compensation, a safe working environment, health benefits, 
overtime pay, paid holidays, vacation time, pension plans, disability 

insurance – even the simple right to organize and have the courts 
not consider that act as a restraint of trade – were gained only after 
a long and painful fight with hostile management, vested economic 
interests, and, all too often, an unsympathetic and often indifferent 
government. Success did not come easy or often and still does not.
     Moreover, a more important but often overlooked reason for the 
value of unions is the role unions played in post-WWII America 
in creating the great American middle class. As union membership 
grew, workers like my father who had only a sixth grade education, 
benefitted the most. In the mid-1950s when union membership 
peaked, the share of income going to the top 10% and to union 
members was about equal at 33%.  As union membership decreased, 
income inequality increased. When union membership was in the 
high twenty percent range in the late 1960s, the middle class share 
of total income was about 53%. By 2009, union membership was 
at 12% and the middle class share of income dropped to 46%. 
Unions raise wages of unionized workers by roughly 20% and raise 
compensation, including both wages and benefits, by about 28%. 
Unions reduce wage inequality because they raise wages more for 
low- and middle-wage workers than for higher-wage workers, more 
for blue-collar than for white-collar workers, and more for workers 
who do not have a college degree.
     A strong union movement is vital to providing the means for 
working people to seek their piece of the American Dream. The La 
Crosse County Democratic Party stands in solidarity with organized 
labor and all workers who “want bread, and roses, too!”  

   

 Bangor FunDaze Parade Walkers and Driver: Sara Bentley, 
Steve Doyle, Mike Kramer (driver) and his 4 granddaughters, 
Monica and Paul Kruse, Kris and Michael Smuksta

 Holmen Kornfest Parade Walkers and Driver: Sara Bentley, 
Vicki Burke (driver), Steve Doyle, Connor Glassen, Tyler 
Hendricks, Peter Klitzke, Carter MacLeod, Kris and Michael 
Smuksta, and JD Wine.

 Baldwin Opioid Press Conference: Speakers: Rep. Jill 
Billings, Vicki Burke, and Monica Kruse.  Background 
sign holders: Paul Kruse, Mort and Rita Morehouse, Jillian 
Medungo, Carolyn Smith, Kris and Michael Smuksta, JD 
Wine, Margaret Wood, and David Wulf.

 Office for a Day Fund:  Anonymous, John and Ardus 
Cleveland, Susan and Wayne Goeldner, Terry Guentner, 
Martha Linville, Rebecca and Michael Murphy, Mark 
Neumann and Mary Oldenburg, and Kris and Michael 
Smuksta.

Volunteers: All the office volunteers, whether working the 
reception desk, canvassing, phone-banking, or entering 
data. We appreciate your effort in support of Democratic 
candidates.
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UW - La Crosse College Democrats: 
Getting Millenials to Vote

by Stephanie Boebel

     Hello fellow Democrats! My name is Stephanie Boebel and 
I am chair of the UW-La Crosse College Democrats. School 
is about to start back up, and all of us at the College Dems are 
fired up to help turn Wisconsin blue!
     This fall we plan to frequently table, knock doors, and make 
phone calls to ensure that as many students get out to vote as 
possible. Although the online voter registration system makes 
it trickier for students to register as few of us live at the address 
listed on our state IDs, we’re prepared to do whatever it takes 
to help everyone vote. Republicans have enacted restrictive 
laws about voting with the specific intention of suppressing the 
student vote, but we’re going to work hard to help give every 
student the information they need to vote. Luckily, at UWL our 
student IDs count as valid state IDs for voting. Unfortunately 
many other schools, such as private institutions like Viterbo, 
do not have this option. Protecting voting rights from attacks 
like this are just one of the many reasons why myself and many 
other students will be voting blue this fall.
     Historically, turnout among young people is generally lower 
than that of other age groups. However, this election feels 
different. There’s a strong sentiment among students and youths 
more broadly that this election is one in which we can enact real 
change. Since the 2016 election more and more young people 
have been getting engaged and have even started running for 
office themselves. We have seen what happens when we don’t 
turn out to vote, and we’re not going to make that mistake again.
     As a student of the UW System, I’ve seen first hand the 
damage that a Republican governor and legislature can do.
Over the past eight years historic cuts have been made while 
tuition freezes have stayed in place, meaning that schools have 
less money to work with. This in turn has lead to staff cuts in 

some cases, and at some universities even entire programs have 
been cut. This is all on top of the already astronomical costs of 
attending college that leave many of us students struggling with 
student loan debt for years to come.
     Another pressing issue motivating students to vote is climate 
change. Often even students with more conservative
views recognize the potential dangers that climate change will 
have on our lives. As the generation that will inherit
whatever damage is done to the earth, this is an issue that affects 
us even more than older generations. Climate change presents 
a real problem that could have an irreversible impact on our 
environment. Even as government regulations and incentives 
lag behind on what is needed, students are taking action to 
slow climate change on an individual level by reducing their 
consumption of single use plastics, opting for environmentally 
friendly modes of transportation, and encouraging sustainability 
projects throughout campus.
     Lastly, another very important issue to many students is 
social justice. When voting many students make decisions with 
this topic heavily in mind. We want leaders who understand the 
racial injustices in our country and are willing to do the work 
to fix them. We support policies that protect LGBTQ+ youths 
and their rights. We want equality in opportunities given to all 
genders. We reject xenophobic fear mongering and welcome 
people regardless of the identities they hold. While older 
generations may feel social justice issues are a side note of 
topics already address, many students today realize that there is 
still much work to be done.
     In order to elect leaders that will address all of these 
concerns students have it is critical to enable students to get out 
and vote. When voter turnout on campuses is high Democrats 
do better. Starting right away with move in weekend we’ll be 
working hard to tell students about all of the hard working 
Democrats on our ticket like Tony Evers, Mandela Barnes, 
Josh Kaul, and Sarah Godlewski. It will also be critical to tell 
students the ways in which Democrats seeking re-election such 
as Congressman Ron Kind, Senator Tammy Baldwin, and Rep. 
Jill Billings have already been working for us. When students 
are informed of the issues at stake and the ways in which they 
can make an impact, we’ll see a positive change start to happen.
     Our first kickoff meeting will be held on Thursday, 
September 13th at 6:00 pm and will be open to all UWL 
students. If you’d like to keep up with us follow us on Instagram 
or Twitter @uwlaxdems or like us on Facebook at UW-La 
Crosse College Democrats. My email is boebel.stephan@uwlax.
edu and please feel free to reach out to me with any questions/
concerns or if you’d like to support the College Dems in any 
way. Thank you to the LCDP for their continual support of the 
UWL College Dems- we couldn’t do what we do without you! 
Let’s get to work.



Our Elected Officials
Senator Tammy Baldwin
717 Hart Senate Building
Washington, DC 20510

Ph: 202-224-5653, Fax: 202-224-9787

Senator Ron Johnson (R)
328 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. Office Building

Ph: 202-224-5323

Congressman Ron Kind
1406 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, DC 20510
Ph: 202-225-5506, Fax: 202-225-5739

State Senator Jennifer Shilling
State Capitol 106 South

P.O. Box 7882
Madison, WI 53703-7882

Ph: 608-266-5490, Local: 608-782-2785

94th Assembly District Representative Steve Doyle
Room 124 North, State Capitol

P.O. Box 8952
Madison, WI 53708

Ph: 608-266-0631 or 888-534-0094
Fax: 608-282-3694

95th Assembly District Representative Jill Billings
Room 4 West, State Capitol

P.O. Box 8952 
Madison, WI 53708
Ph: 608-266-5780

Governor Scott Walker (R)
Office of the Governor
115 East State Capital

Madison, WI 53702
Ph: 608-266-1212

LCDP Executive Board Officers
Co-Chairs: Michael Smuksta & Peter Gorski

608-784-4219 / 312-231-9884

Vice Chair: Dave Wulf
608-799-8977

Treasurer: Diane Oldani Wulf
608-780-7007

Secretary: Avery Van Gaard
608-769-1034

At-Large Board Members:
Sara Bentley

Austin Goodrich
Obbie King

Peter Klitzke
Greg Schams

Past Chairs: Susan Goeldner, J.D. Wine 
College Representative: Stephanie Boebel (UW-L)

We Welcome Your Input
Any thoughts or suggestions you may have for your Executive 
Board are greatly appreciated. You can express them by 
contacting any board member, either by phone or email.

Some Facts On Your 
LCDP Membership

The best and easiest way to renew your La Crosse County 
Democratic Party membership is through your local county 
treasurer. Once you are a member of the county, you are 
automatically a member of the 3rd Congressional District (3rd 
CD) and the Democratic Party of Wisconsin (DPW). You need 
to submit membership dues only once a year to be a member 
of all three. It is unnecessary to submit duplicate memberships 
through the county and also through the state. If you have 
questions about your membership, please contact Diane Oldani 
Wulf, your current LCDP treasurer, at 608-780-7007, or at  
eap11111@aol.com.

Renewing Your Membership!
You can renew your membership using the membership form 
found at the end of this newsletter. If you are receiving this 
newsletter via mail, please look at your mailing label to see 
when your membership expires. Thank you for your continued 
support!

If you are receiving this newsletter in the mail and 
would prefer to receive it via email instead, please 
contact Diane Oldani Wulf at  
608-780-7007 or eap11111@aol.com.

Posting of Unapproved Minutes
A couple of LCDP members have expressed an interest in 
receiving regular minutes prior to the next regular LCP meeting. 
If you want to receive the minutes early, please contact the 
LCDP secretary, Avery Van Gaard, at averyvangaard@gmail.
com or 608-769-1034. She will mail them as a PDF with an 
UNAPPROVED watermark. No hard copies will be sent.
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La Crosse County Democratic Party
P. O. Box 1861
La Crosse, WI 54602 -1861

Authorized and paid for by the
La Crosse County Democratic Party,
Diane Oldani Wulf, Treasurer.
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any candidate or candidate’s committee.

For the LCDP to continue activities for the 
this year,  we are going to need volunteers 
and funding. The party is only as strong as 
the engagement of its members and friends. 
And that is where you come in. We have 
many opportunities for you to volunteer at the 
Democratic Party office. Also, please consider 
a contribution of any amount to help support 
activities and events to broaden our base in the 
second half of 2018.

You may send a contribution to:
LCDP, P. O. Box 1861, La Crosse, WI,
54602-1861.
For online contributions go to our website
www.laxdems.com.

Thank you.

Become a member of the La Crosse County 
Democratic Party. Clip bottom of page and 

send to LCDP.

Please check the dues structure that applies:

     ___ $10 Senior, Student, Limited Income
     ___ $25 General Membership (1 member)
     ___ $35 Pairs (up to two members)
     ___ $45 yearly Activist (up to 3 members)
     ___ $75 yearly (family)
     ___ $120 Supporting Membership
     ___ $240 Friend
     ___ $600 Patron

I would like to support the LCDP with a donation of
$__________________________

Total Amount Paid $__________________
Make checks payable to:
La Crosse County Democratic Party
P. O. Box 1861
La Crosse, WI 54602-1861
You may also donate online: www.laxdems.com.
Authorized and paid for by the La Crosse County
Democratic Party, Diane Oldani Wulf, Treasurer

    Received ________________
    Renewal Month ___________

Name(s)________________________________________
Name(s)_______________________________________
Address________________________________________
City___________________________________________
State ___________________ Zip Code ______________
Phone (         )______________________________________
Email__________________________________________
*Occupation_____________________________________
 
*Contributions are not tax deductible for federal tax purposes. 
State law requires us to use our best efforts to collect 
and report the name, mailing address, and occupation of 
individuals whose contributions exceed $200 in a calendar 
year.

I recommend contacting as a possible member:

Name_____________________________________

Phone ____________________________________

Email _____________________________________
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