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     When I was born in 1993 it meant that 
I never lived in a world where televisions 
weren’t a staple of the US household. 
It meant that I would barely remember 
a world without cellphones. It meant 
that before I was old enough to vote, 
my representatives would decide that 
corporations had the right to donate large 
sums of money to political candidates. 
     A desensitization has occurred in the 
country from before the time I was born 
and has continued since. The wars are 
no longer wars but conflicts, job loss and 
poverty have become personal weaknesses, 
and environmental issues are passed on as 
the next generation’s problems. Myself, 
like a lot of my generation, grew up 
politically hopeless and apathetic. 
     I spent most of my youth avoiding 
realities. It didn’t click when we would 
shut off the lights, lock the doors, and 
hide under the tables for a school shooting 
drill. It didn’t click when my eighth-
grade geography teacher explained 
how greenhouse gasses trap heat in the 
atmosphere. It didn’t click when my 
friend’s brother was severely injured by a 
car bomb while stationed in Afghanistan. 
Most examples I can think of where it 
didn’t click were external. The examples 
didn’t significantly affect myself or my 
family’s lifestyle. That was until the attacks 
on education from the current Wisconsin 
administration. 
     My mother has been an elementary 
school teacher for over 20 years. Most of 
her family are teachers as well. While my 
mom’s side of the family has always been 
outspoken Democrats, my mother was 
politically reserved for most of my youth. 
In 2011, my mother drove to Madison to 
participate in the Act 10 protests. This was 
eye opening for me, since this was the first 
time that I had a personal connection with 
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political activism. This event opened the 
door to my own development as a political 
participant. 
     My early engagement was simply 
voting. My first vote cast was for Tom 
Barrett in the recall election and then 
shortly after that I voted for President 
Obama for his second term. During this 
time, I was pursuing my undergraduate 
degree in actuarial science at UW Eau 
Claire, but it was the general electives that 
helped shape my world view, especially 
Geography 101 and Native American 

Upcoming Events
Monday, June 4, 2018  LCDP Open-
House, 3:30 – 5:00 p.m. at 115 5th 
Ave S., La Crosse

Monday, June 4, 2018  Executive 
Board Meeting, 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.,  
LCDP Office 115 5th Ave S., La 
Crosse

Monday, June 18, 2018 LCDP 
Annual Picnic Fundraiser, Copeland 
Enclosed Shelter, 5:00 -8:00 p.m.

Monday, July 2, 2018 LCDP 
Executive Board Meeting, 6:00 – 
9:00 p.m.,  LCDP Office 115 5th Ave 
S., La Crosse

Wednesday – Sunday, July 18-22, 
Interstate Fair – Volunteers needed

Monday, July 23, 2018, LCDP 
Regular Meeting,  6:30 p.m., LCDP 
Office, 115 5th Ave S., La Crosse

literature. From Geography 101, I began 
to internalize the interconnectedness of 
natural systems and the consequences of 
environmental degradation. Additionally, 
Native American literature presented 
conflicting cultural values as well as a 
history told from an opposing perspective. 
Cognitive dissonance, and the results of 
broadened horizons led me to change 
schools and to change locations.
     I transferred to UW La Crosse in 2015 
and enrolled in the sociology program. I 
became involved in groups like Coulee 
Region Climate Alliance and Coulee 
Progressives. Around the same time, I 
became involved in the 2016 presidential 
election as Bernie Sanders inspired me and 
many of my generation to become involved 
in the political process. While involvement 
in a political movement was a wonderful 
experience, I also became very frustrated 
with the political process. 
     While I have supported the Democratic 
Party for my entire voting history, it 
felt like the Democratic Party was not 
validating my own beliefs or people who 
felt like me. The super delegate system 
and the DNC’s misconduct made the 
Democratic Party appear not all that 
democratic. Many of my generation 
became activists in 2015 only to have their 
disillusions of the process verified. As a 
result, many young potential members 
turned away from the party. Unfortunately, 
I believe that turning away from the 
party will only lead to increased isolation 
from the political process. I decided that 
I wanted to join the party to ensure that 
people’s voices are heard and that the 
Democratic Party is working towards 
democratic values. I want my voice to 
represent people like me who have been 
disenfranchised from the process, so that 
when the next wave swells we will be 
working towards riding it instead of trying 
to quell it. 
     As a member of the Democratic Party, 
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Ron Kind’s Message
     Thank you to everyone who helped collect signatures 
to get us on the ballot – we submitted over 2000 signatures 
from all 18 counties in the 3rd Congressional District! 
With your help, we got a lot of yard sign requests and new 
volunteers to help keep the 3rd CD blue this fall.
     Recently, I had the honor to join the Bi-Partisan 
Climate Solutions Caucus, a group of Republicans and 
Democrats that are dedicated to working together to 
protect our air, land, and water from the dangers of man-
made climate change. In order to join this group, I had to 
find a Republican member of Congress to join with me, 
and I’m so happy that we are able to work across the aisle 
to confront this threat to our natural resources. 
     We’ve held a listening session in 17 of our 18 counties, 
with the last listening session coming up in June before 
campaign season kicks into full swing. I’m looking 
forward to seeing you at a Dairy Breakfast, a County Fair, 
or a Parade this summer!

     Ron

DPW State Convention on Oshkosh,  
June 1-2, 2018

     A political convention is successful 
if the speakers and caucus activities 
motivate delegates to return to their 
communities as activists committed to 
victory.  The DPW State Convention 
in Oshkosh over Friday and 

Saturday, June 1 and 2, accomplished this and more. Over 
1300 delegates, alternates, and guests, including two dozen 
delegates from the LCDP, were treated to speakers who tapped 
into the energy and enthusiasm among the delegates, and in 
return, generated more energy and enthusiasm.
     Candidates for governor, lieutenant governor, attorney 
general, and congressional and local legislative offices, spoke 
about their qualifications for office. Several elected officials, 
including Congressman Mark Pocan (WI-2), Congresswoman 
Gwen Moore (WI-4), and Wisconsin Senate Majority Leader 
Jennifer Shilling of La Crosse (WI-district 32), motivated the 
delegates with passion and enthusiasm. Congresswomen Gwen 
Moore urged the delegates to do the hard work to make the 
blue wave “part the Red [Republican] sea.” All the candidates 
and elected officials reminded Democrats to stand united 
against a retrograde Republican agenda that has harmed the 
Wisconsin Idea and its citizens in the eight years of Walker-
led Republican majorities. In contrast to Walker’s divide 
and conquer approach to governing, speaker after speaker 
emphasized a positive Democratic message of fairness, 
opportunity, and community.
     Senator Tammy Baldwin received an enthusiastic welcome 
as she praised the delegates as her secret weapon against 
the $10 million of outside money pouring into Wisconsin 
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I am working towards my own vision for a better future. My 
values are grounded in sustainability and equality. This means 
that I support a reconfiguration of institutions and businesses 
that take more from the environment than they return. We 
should be aiming to pass down a cleaner more resilient planet 
than the one that we inherited. In addition, we need to utilize 
technology and people to mitigate the damage already done 
to ecosystems and natural processes. Wealth inequality has 
increased for my entire life and I believe that this imposes 
serious threats against democracy and our social institutions. I 
believe that a majority of the money should belong to a majority 
of the people. Additionally, I aim to work towards ensuring 
that groups of people are not left out of the process. This 
means access to education, the political process, and reliable 
transportation. 
     I believe that you shouldn’t give up before you really give 
it your all, which is why I’m here with the La Crosse County 
Democratic Party giving it my all. 

from right-wing groups. The keynote speaker, Mayor 
Peter Bulligieg, South Bend, Indiana, emphasized that the 
Democratic Party is the party “supporting and protecting 
people in their everyday lives.”
     Onward, Forward, and Upward.  Let’s win in 2018!

Please support these candidates in the  
June 12th Special Elections!

Assembly District 42 (Just North of Madison)
Ann Groves Lloyd
Website: https://www.annforwisconsin.com/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AnnForWisconsin/
Twitter: @AnnForWisconsin
Donate To Ann Groves Lloyd: https://secure.actblue.com/donate/
ann-for-wisconsin-1

State Senate District 1 (Door County Area)
Caleb Frostman
Website: CalebFrostman.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/calebfrostmanforstatesenate/
Twitter: @CalebFrostman
Donate To Caleb Frostman: https://secure.actblue.com/donate/
frostman

Mayor Peter Bulligieg,  
South Bend, Indiana

Senator Tammy Baldwin



   

Mahlon Mitchell and Dana Wachs, Democratic candidates 
for governor, spoke at the May 21 LCDP meeting.

Message from the Co-chair
by Michael Smuksta

     “I’m mad as hell, and I’m not going to take this anymore!”  
     A classic film from the mid-1970s is Network, a satirical film that 
examines, among other issues, the news as entertainment, the decline 
of hard news, and the lack of objectivity in a post-truth culture (seems 
prophetic in 2018). The scene that created a cultural meme is when 
the fired news anchor, Howard Beale, regains control of the news desk 
and launches into a rant about the depressing state of affairs. He yells 
at his television audience:

“I don’t want you to protest. I don’t want you to riot. I don’t want you 
to write your congressmen. Because I wouldn’t know what to tell you 
to write…. All I know is first you’ve got to get mad. You’ve got to say, 
“I’m a human being, goddammit. My life has value.” So I want you to 
get up now. I want you to get out of your chairs and go to the window. 
Right now. I want you to go to the window, open it, and stick your 
head out and yell. I want you to yell, “I’m mad as hell, and I’m not 
going to take this anymore!”
(The 4:12 minute clip of this scene is available at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=dib2-HBsF08  )

     Since 2010 with Walker and the Republicans enjoying one-party 
control in Wisconsin, Wisconsinites certainly have reason to be 
“as mad as hell.”  We certainly do not want “to take this anymore.”   
Unfortunately, many voters have short memories. 2010 was eight 
years ago, a political eternity. So, here is a selective reminder of 
how Walker and Republican state senators and representatives in the 
Wisconsin Legislature have done extensive damage to Wisconsin and 
its residents.
Workers’ Rights - Democrats affirm the importance of unions by 
defending workers’ rights, a fair and living wage, safe work places, 
and the right to join unions. In contrast, Walker and the Republicans 
attacked the public employee unions in Act 10, passed “right to work 
laws” (such a misnomer), and repealed the law that required prevailing 
wages for construction workers on state construction projects.
Health Care – Democrats aspire to provide the means for every 
citizen to receive affordable quality health care.  Governor Walker 
did not accept the expansion of Affordable Care Act even though the 
federal government would have provided 90% of the funding. This 
short-sighted action cost Wisconsin over $1 billion in savings, 10,000 
health care jobs, and 79,000 Wisconsinites health care coverage. 
Education – Democrats have strongly supported quality public 
schools and educators, and affordable college education. 
Republicans drastically cut funding for elementary and secondary 
public education, expanded vouchers for private schools at the 
expense of public funding and cost to taxpayers, slashed hundreds of 
millions of dollars from state universities, and attempted to reword 
the mission statement of the UW-System by removing references to 
truth and service.  Walker’s current gimmick of a tax rebate of $100 
for each dependent child under the age of 17 is, simply speaking, an 
election year bribe to voters.
Infrastructure – Democrats are in favor of upgrading public 
transportation as necessary, including maintaining safe roads, 
bridges, and transit.  Wisconsin’s infrastructure is woefully 
underfunded. Our roads are the second worst in the nation.  Walker 
rejected federal grant money for public infrastructure, including high 
speed rail from the Milwaukee to Minneapolis-St. Paul rail corridor, 
and for Internet broadband expansion, a clear need in rural areas of the 
state. 
Environment – Democrats reliably defend Wisconsin water 
resources and the environment from degradation, protecting the 

common good. Walker and Republicans reliably put corporate 
interests above the people’s interests on environmental issues. The 
Department of Natural Resources has become politicized, and the 
deregulation of wetlands opened this important natural resource 
to corporate development at the expense of flood protection. The 
biggest boondoggle is Foxconn, a $4.25 billion dollar giveaway to 
a foreign company with a spotty record on environmental issues, 
a grave concern given that Foxconn requires 7 million gallons of 
Lake Michigan water per day for its operation.
Constitutional Rights – Democrats are strong supporters of 
basic American constitutional rights.  Walker and Republicans 
have worked to disenfranchise voters through Voter ID laws 
based on false assumptions of widespread voter fraud, engaged 
in a hyper-partisan redistricting map after the 2010 election that 
produced a two-to-one Republican majority in the Assembly, and 
tried unsuccessfully to alter the state’s open record laws to reduce 
transparency in the legislative process.
     So, are you as “mad as hell” after reading this list?  Are you “not 
going to take this anymore”?  
     Good. Start by talking to friends and neighbors about the 
positive values Democrats support. Get involved. Volunteer at 
the La Crosse County Democratic Party Coordinated Campaign 
Office at 115 5th Ave. S. in downtown La Crosse.  The Party needs 
your energy, wisdom, strength, passion, and commitment to elect 
Democrats to reverse harmful Republican policies. We need to unite 
behind the Democratic candidate for governor after the August 14 
primary.
     And most of all, VOTE in the November 6, 2018 midterm 
election.



“Democracy doesn’t work if we constantly demonize 
each other . . . for progress to happen, we have to 

listen to each other, see ourselves in each other, fight 
for our principles but also fight for common ground, 

no matter how elusive that may seem.”  
   ~ Barack Obama

     The LCDP Office at 115 5th Ave S.  
in La Crosse is open!   

     Thanks to much hard work on the part of some Executive Board 
members and LCDP volunteers, the LCDP Office at 115 5th Ave. 
S., La Crosse, is open. On Monday, June 4 from 3:30 p.m. to 5:00 
p.m., there is an open house at the LCDP Office, 115 5th Ave. S., La 
Crosse. Light refreshments will be provided. Please visit the office 
and take a peek at what’s been done. Sign up for some volunteer 
shifts. Initial Summer Hours start on Tuesday, June 5, 2018. At 
first, the LCDP office will be open Mondays through Saturday from 
12:00 noon  to 6:00 p.m. Volunteers are needed in a variety of roles 
to staff the office, so pitch in to assist. 

Donate to the Office Fund
     Help support the LCDP Coordinated Campaign Office as we 
work to get more Democrats elected by writing us a check and 
sending it to:

La Crosse County Democratic Party
P. O. Box 1861

La Crosse, WI 54602-1861
     You can also support our office by making a donation through 
ActBlue at https://secure.actblue.com/donate/lcdp-office-
fund?refcode=office). A $50 donation supports the office for one day. 

P.S.  In-kind donations of toilet paper, paper towels, spray cleaners, 
bottled water, and non-perishable snacks to support the LCDP office 
are always appreciated.

   

 Tom Krajewski and his nephew Wayne for loaning a 
refrigerator to the LCDP Office.

 Executive Board members and spouses who cleaned 
the office and hauled items from storage since we took 
occupancy on May 10.

 Barbara Clark and Kristine Troyanek for creating the 
LCDP Office window display.

 David Wulf and Dennis Stanek for assembling the 
cubicle partitions.

 Diane Wulf for organizing the kitchen, storage and front 
reception areas.

 LCDP members who attended and donated to the Jill 
Billings and Steve Doyle Fundraisers.

 Wayne Goeldner for taking the lead on organizing the 
donations of food and beverages for the annual LCDP 
picnic.

 Obbie King for assisting with the installation of internet 
service for the LCDP Office

 Peter Klitzke for hauling Baldwin yard and barn signs 
from the DPW State Convention  to La Crosse.  

Call for County Fair Volunteers

LCDP is looking for volunteers to table at the La 
Crosse Interstate Fair, July 18-22, 2018. We are 
developing an all fresh, new, interactive tabling 
approach and we need YOU to help! Contact 
chair@laxdems.com to get signed up.

LCDP Annual Picnic Fundraiser
The annual LCDP picnic fundraiser will take place 

Monday, June 18, at the Copeland Enclosed Shelter. 
The picnic begins at 5:00 p.m. with food service at  

5:45 p.m. Brats, hot dogs, and beverages will be pro-
vided. The donation is $10 per person, free for children 
under six years of age. Please bring an appetizer, salad 
or dessert dish to pass - we have plenty of potato salad.  
There will be door prizes and a 50/50 raffle. In addition 

to our elected officials, special guests 
include Democratic gubernatorial 

candidates Andy Gronik and 
Kathleen Vinehout.



Our Elected Officials
Senator Tammy Baldwin
717 Hart Senate Building
Washington, DC 20510

Ph: 202-224-5653, Fax: 202-224-9787

Senator Ron Johnson (R)
328 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. Office Building

Ph: 202-224-5323

Congressman Ron Kind
1406 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, DC 20510
Ph: 202-225-5506, Fax: 202-225-5739

State Senator Jennifer Shilling
State Capitol 106 South

P.O. Box 7882
Madison, WI 53703-7882

Ph: 608-266-5490, Local: 608-782-2785

94th Assembly District Representative Steve Doyle
Room 124 North, State Capitol

P.O. Box 8952
Madison, WI 53708

Ph: 608-266-0631 or 888-534-0094
Fax: 608-282-3694

95th Assembly District Representative Jill Billings
Room 4 West, State Capitol

P.O. Box 8952 
Madison, WI 53708
Ph: 608-266-5780

Governor Scott Walker (R)
Office of the Governor
115 East State Capital

Madison, WI 53702
Ph: 608-266-1212

LCDP Executive Board Officers
Co-Chairs: Michael Smuksta & Peter Gorski

608-784-4219 / 312-231-9884

Vice Chair: Dave Wulf
608-799-8977

Treasurer: Diane Oldani Wulf
608-780-7007

Secretary: Avery Van Gaard
608-769-1034

At-Large Board Members:
Sara Bentley

Austin Goodrich
Obbie King

Peter Klitzke
Greg Schams

Past Chairs: Susan Goeldner, J.D. Wine 
College Representative: Stephanie Boebel (UW-L)

We Welcome Your Input
Any thoughts or suggestions you may have for your Executive 
Board are greatly appreciated. You can express them by 
contacting any board member, either by phone or email.

Some Facts On Your 
LCDP Membership

The best and easiest way to renew your La Crosse County 
Democratic Party membership is through your local county 
treasurer. Once you are a member of the county, you are 
automatically a member of the 3rd Congressional District (3rd 
CD) and the Democratic Party of Wisconsin (DPW). You need 
to submit membership dues only once a year to be a member 
of all three. It is unnecessary to submit duplicate memberships 
through the county and also through the state. If you have 
questions about your membership, please contact Diane Oldani 
Wulf, your current LCDP treasurer, at 608-780-7007, or at  
eap11111@aol.com.

Renewing Your 
Membership!

You can renew your membership using the membership form 
found at the end of this newsletter. If you are receiving this 
newsletter via mail, please look at your mailing label to see 
when your membership expires. Thank you for your continued 
support!

If you are receiving this newsletter in the mail and 
would prefer to receive it via email instead, please 
contact Diane Oldani Wulf at  
608-780-7007 or eap11111@aol.com.

Posting of Unapproved Minutes

A couple of LCDP members have expressed an interest in 
receiving regular minutes prior to the next regular LCP meeting. 
If you want to receive the minutes early, please contact the 
LCDP secretary, Avery Van Gaard, at averyvangaard@gmail.
com or 608-769-1034. She will mail them as a PDF with an 
UNAPPROVED watermark. No hard copies will be sent.



LaCrosse County Democratic Party

LaxDems.com

La Crosse County Democratic Party
P. O. Box 1861
La Crosse, WI 54602 -1861

Authorized and paid for by the
La Crosse County Democratic Party,
Diane Oldani Wulf, Treasurer.
The contents herein are not authorized by
any candidate or candidate’s committee.

For the LCDP to do the activities we want to
do this year, we are going to need funding
and volunteers. The party is only as strong
as the engagement of its members and
friends. And that is where you come in. We
need you to volunteer and contribute. Please 
consider a contribution of any amount to 
help us provide the activities and events and 
broaden our base to prepare for 2018.

You may send a contribution to:
LCDP, P. O. Box 1861, La Crosse, WI,
54602-1861.
For online contributions go to our website
www.laxdems.com.

Thank you.

Become a member of the La Crosse County 
Democratic Party. Clip bottom of page and 

send to LCDP.

Please check the dues structure that applies:

     ___ $10 Senior, Student, Limited Income
     ___ $25 General Membership (1 member)
     ___ $35 Pairs (up to two members)
     ___ $45 yearly Activist (up to 3 members)
     ___ $75 yearly (family)
     ___ $120 Supporting Membership
     ___ $240 Friend
     ___ $600 Patron

I would like to support the LCDP with a donation of
$__________________________

Total Amount Paid $__________________
Make checks payable to:
La Crosse County Democratic Party
P. O. Box 1861
La Crosse, WI 54602-1861
You may also donate online: www.laxdems.com.
Authorized and paid for by the La Crosse County
Democratic Party, Diane Oldani Wulf, Treasurer

    Received ________________
    Renewal Month ___________

Name(s)________________________________________
Name(s)_______________________________________
Address________________________________________
City___________________________________________
State ___________________ Zip Code ______________
Phone (         )______________________________________
Email__________________________________________
*Occupation_____________________________________
*Employer____________________  
Contributions are not tax deductible for federal income tax 
purposes. Your contribution may be used in connection 
with federal elections and is subject to the limitations and 
prohibitions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

*Federal law requires us to use our best efforts to collect
and report the name, mailing address, occupation and
name of employer of individuals whose contributions
exceed $200 in a calendar year.

I recommend contacting as a possible member:
Name_____________________________________
Phone ____________________________________
Email _____________________________________
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